
Gerard Pansanel 
Born february 29th 1952 in Montpellier-France 
Grew up in cinema-halls where his father was projectionist and his mother was cinema-
usherette. 
Self taught guitarist, live beginnings in rythmn and blues, rock and dance groups (1968 / 72). 
Discovers jazz and improvisation at the same period with Jean-Luc Parodi, JP Florens, Joseph 
Dejean & Jean Pierre Mas … 
 

1975 moved to Paris : jazz concerts with Aldo Romano, Bob Brault, JC Naimro, 
Bernard Lubat … 

75 to 78 Tours in Canada and all Europ with pop singer Michel Fugain and Big Bazar … 
81 / 82 Los Angeles : studies with Joe Diorio, Pat Martino, Robben Ford,  John 
Abercrombie ... 
85 1st album Calypso (Owl records) with Aldo Romano, Doudou Gouirand, Antonello 
Salis and Michel Benita. 

      87  Angouleme jazz Festival with  Don Cherry and Doudou Gouirand. 
Records with them the Forgotten tales  album 

      88  Paris Festival with Neneh Cherry / D. Gouirand project .  
89  Tours with Enrico Rava … 
89 / 91 Joins the National Jazz Orchestra (ONJ) directed by Claude Barthelemy. 
Tours in Europ, Irak, East Europ and Japan .  
2 albums with ONJ: Claire & Jack-Line (Label bleu) 
87 to 99 Tours in all Europ, Algeria, Burkina-Faso, Cabo-Verde, Senegal, Gambia, 
Mauritania, Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, Equatorial-Guinea, Russia … 
Many tours in Italy, Sardinia and Sicilia in duo with Antonello Salis. 
 
- Nino Rota / Fellini project by Gouirand and Pansanel  with Yves Robert, Michel 
Godard, Michel Marre, JJ Avenel, Joel Allouche, Antonello Salis, Helene Labarriere, 
Jacques Bernard ...  (guests: Lester Bowie, Enrico Rava, Paolo Fresu, JF Canape, 
Gianluca Petrella, Aldo Romano, Roberto Gatto, Paolino della Porta ...) More than 200 
concerts and festivals in France, Switzerland, Germany, Finland, Spain, Italy … 
 
-  Concerts in Manchester (England) and France with the Cross Channel band ( Kevin 
Davy, Sylvan Richardson, Mike Wilson …) 
 
-  Concerts and CD with Navigators  (featuring Paolo Fresu, Furio di Castri …) 
 
Cinema : studio sessions on soundtracks for Jean-Pierre Mocky, A. Jodorovsky, … 
- Oct 97  Composer and musician in Eric Rohmer ‘s movie  Conte d’Automne.(Autumn 
tale)  (Best script price - Venice Mostra 98) . 

 
- May / June 98 :  Russia tour ( Moscou, Orel, Tula, Voronej, Kursk, Tambov, Lipetsk ...) 
with many great russians jazz artists like Leonid Vinskievitch, Lembit Saarsalu… (tour 
co-organised by cineast Nikita Mikhalkov) 
 
- May 99 Montpellier Internationales de la guitare festival  Concerts in duo with american 
guitarist John Stowell and in 4tet with Enrico Rava,  Aldo Romano & M. Benita 
- 99/2001 Forms the Orchestra Frizzante with Claude Barthelemy and Patrick Vaillant, 
Fethi Tabet, Fred Monino, Nedim Nalbantoglu, Régis Huby, Joel Allouche. (Festivals 
Radio-France-Montpellier, Assier, Marseille,  Fort de France / Martinique,  Paris ...) 



- 2002 Junas jazz Festival : Transalpino Project with Claudio Pontiggia, Heiri Kaenzig, 
Antonello Salis & Patrice Heral. 

      - Rome Festival in duo with Antonello Salis. 
      - 2002 Montpellier Internationales de la guitare festival  Gerard Pansanel invits Henri 
Texier, Paolo Fresu, Claude Barthelemy, Serge Lazarevitch, Antonello Salis, Fred Monino, 
Joel Allouche... 

 

- Toreros de Salon ( texts of Camilo-Jose Cela -  Nobel price of  Literature 1989)  
Acting and Music with Hervé Peziere & Charles Calamel.  
 

- Participation to Michel Marre projects Cossi Anatz (70’s), Sardana jazz (90’s) 
  

- Joins the Jean-Marc Padovani Out project (Eric Dolphy‘s musics)  with Sebastien Texier, 
Jacques Mahieux, Olivier Sens, Frank Tortiller, Michel Marre). CD and concerts … 
  

- Cinema Paradiso with Doudou Gouirand & Lionel Suarez. Creation for Music and Dance in 
Languedoc-Roussillon Festival 2002 (musics of mediterranean countries films). Also concerts 
at  Junas jazz Festival  and  Mediterranean Films Festival of Montpellier (with additional 
musicians like JP Llabador, Louis Petrucciani, Thomas Bienabe … 
- 2004 Montpellier Internationales de la guitare festival  Gerard Pansanel invits famous 
belgium guitarist Philip Catherine with Furio di Castri, Michel Marre and Patrice Heral. 
 
- Teaching :  Los Angeles GIT graduate in 82 and French jazz State diploma in 2002 (D.E). 
 Guitar clinics in  festivals, music schools, master classes, conservatories of music... 
- For 18 years, one week July summer session in Vauvert (Gard - France) . Clinics and concerts  
with André Villeger, François Chassagnite, Christophe Marguet, Olivier Sens, Stephane 
Kochoyan, Bruno Angelini, Guillaume Séguron, Mauro Gargano, Philippe Guyon …   
- Nov 97 Teach 10 african guitar players (Equatorial-Guinea, Cameroun) at French Culture 
Institute of Malabo (Equatorial-Guinea)  
- 2005 / 2006  Monthly clinics for Music and Dance teaching department (Languedoc-
Roussillon Cultural Direction – DRAC) 
 
1980 to 2004     Albums  Monta-vida, Et pourtant elle tourne, El Jinete, Co milhor de, Tolosa, 
Brassens en Oc … and many tours in Europ with singer/poet/writer/story-teller, icon of 
Occitania Claude Marti, with bass player Pierre Peyras. 
- Dec 97 Beyond the Sierras (Tales & Music) with  Claude Marti & Antonello Salis at Art 
sacré Paris Festival &  june 98 at Printemps des Comédiens  of  Montpellier with Jean Louis 
Matinier. 
 
Projects : 83  Repérages  - 92  Chaplin musics - 94  Négociations secrètes - 95 Nino Rota / 
Fellini - 99 Orchestra Frizzante - 2002 Cinema Paradiso, Transalpino project - 2005 
Electrizzante... 
with JM Padovani : Sud, Mingus, Diverses blessures (with Enzo Corman), Out. 
with Michel Marre : Cossi anatz, Sardana jazz … 
 

 
2006. "Electrizzante" avec Antonello Salis, Patrice Heral, Lionel Suarez et Andre Minvielle. 
(CD and concerts)��� 
Montpellier Internationales de la guitare festival  G.Pansanel invits John Abercrombie, Aldo 
Romano, Enrico Rava & Henri Texier. 
 
2007. Junas jazz festival: trio avec Arild Andersen & Patrice Heral 
���- Millau en Jazz : Electrizzante trio with Lionel Suarez & Patrice Heral��� 



- Scriptwriter for a 52' movie about  Marti for FR3 : "Et pourtant elle tourne"��� 2008  
- Producer and composer for Marti album "Tolosa".��� 
- Concerts with Antonello Salis,  Electrizzante (Vienna- Austria avec Lionel Suarez & Patrice 
Heral), Pansanel/Andersen/Heral trio, Toreros de salon...��� 
with  Gianfranco Buffa, Marti ...��� 
2009  - Pascal Comelade / Gerard Pansanel & Pep Pascual "Montpellier project"  concert at 
Montpellier Internationales de la guitare festival   
���Project  " la Canso "  Marti / Fraj / Pansanel / Lopez / Peyras  
���2010 – Trio album with Arild Andersen & Patrice Heral « Future early years » may 2010 (label 
nord-sud)  
Montpellier Internationales de la guitare festival   with this trio + guest : Louis Winsberg  
- Album « Brassens in Oc » » (label Al Sur) 
���- Album  Gerard Pansanel  / Pascal Comelade « Montpellier »  (label Al Sur)  
���- Live Project« Resistencias » with Marti july  2010 at  Rodez  Estivada         
���- Live Project « Occitan jazz Bazar » with Guillaume Lopez, Lionel Suarez (or JM Feix) & 
Patrice Heral���  
2011 China tour with Mezcal Jazz Unit 
���2012 « Aventuriers sonores » project  (with Eric Longsworth & Denis Fournier)��� 
- « Occitalia » project  (with Marti, Buffa, Peyras & Simon)��� 
-  Beatles stories live project again  with Antonello Salis (Italy & France) 
 
10 albums leader 1984 to 2011 (labels: owl records - bleu citron - splash records - 52e rue est - 
deux Z - nord sud - MEP)  
 
1975 à 2012 plays with : Don Cherry, Antonello Salis, Lester Bowie, Enrico Rava, Paolo 
Fresu, John Abercrombie, Aldo Romano, Dino Saluzzi, Arild Andersen, Archie Shepp, ONJ 
89/91 de Claude Barthelemy, Philip Catherine, Michel Portal, Billy Hart, Ron Mc Clure, Henri 
Texier, Daniel Humair, Louis Winsberg, Furio di Castri, Patrice Heral, Lindley Marthe, Joël 
Allouche, Roberto Gatto, Gianluca Petrella, Bernard Lubat, Doudou Gouirand, Michel Marre, 
Michel Bénita, André Minvielle, Clifford Jarvis, Lionel Suarez, Frank Tortiller, Jean Marc 
Padovani, Riccardo del Fra, Sangoma Everett, Guillaume Perret, Baptiste Trottignon, Michel 
Godard, Frederic Monino, Renaud Garcia-Fons, Sylvain Luc, Denis Fournier, Pierre Peyras, 
Simon Goubert, Yves Robert, Nedim Nalbantoglu, Paolino della Porta, André Ceccarelli, Régis 
Huby, JJ Avenel, Serge Lazarevitch, Glenn Ferris, Kirk Lightsey, JF Canape, Mico Nissim, 
John Stowell, Danilo Terenzi, Siegfried Kessler, Sebastien Texier, Antoine Hervé, JL Matinier, 
JM Machado, Claudio Pontiggia, Heiri Kaenzig, René Nan, Hélène Labarrière, Gerard Marais, 
Raymond Boni, Philippe Deschepper, Jacques Mahieux, Andy Mc Kee, Johny Dyani, Santi di 
Briano, Chris Mc Gregor, Pinise Saul, Zool Fleisher, Geoffroy de Masure, J.L Chautemps, 
Santi de Briano, François Thuiller, Pierre Dorge, Herwig Gradishnik, Simon Sprang-Hansen, 
Lembit Saarsalu, Bobby Rangell, Dominique Di Piazza, Neneh Cherry… et de nombreux 
autres grands musiciens...  
 
���and in others musical worlds: Emilie Simon, Michel Fugain, Claude Marti, Paco Ibanez, Soriba 
Kouyate, Phil Manzanera, Steve Hillage, Pascal Comelade, Général Alcazar, Francois 
Béranger, Guillaume Lopez, Michel Bismut, Emmanuel Djob, Antonio Rivas, Chris Gonzales, 
Nabil Khalidi, Kudsi Erguner, Keyvan Chemirani, Guy & Zab Skornik, Pedro Soler, Patrick 
Vaillant, Rhoda Scott, Luther Allison, ........ 
 


